
1649] REGNA UT'S REPORT 31

Brebceuf endured like a rock, insensible to fire and
flames, which astonished all the bloodthirsty wretches
who tormented him. His zeal was so great that he
preached continually to these infidels, to try to con-
vert them. His executioners were enraged against
him for constantly speaking to them of God and of
their conversion. To prevent him from speaking
more, they cut off his tongue, and both his upper
and lower lips. After that, they set themselves to
strip the flesh from his legs, thighs, and arms, to the
very bone; and then put it to roast before his eyes,
in order to eat it.

While they tormented him in this manner, those
wretches derided him, saying: "Thou seest plainly
that we treat thee as a friend, since we shall be the
cause of thy Eternal happiness; thank us, then, for
these good offices which we render thee,—for, the
more thou shalt suffer, the more will thy God reward
thee."

Those butchers, seeing that the good Father began
to grow weak, made him sit down on the ground;
and, one of them, taking a knife, cut off the skin
covering his skull. Another one of those barbarians,
seeing that the good Father would soon die, made an
opening in the upper part of his chest, and tore out
his heart, which he roasted and ate. Others came
to drink his blood, still warm, which they drank
with both hands,— saying that Father de Brebceuf
had been very courageous to endure so much pain as
they had given him, and that, by drinking his blood,
they would become courageous like him.

This is what we learned of the Martyrdom and
blessed death of Father Jean de Brebceuf, by several
Christian savages worthy of belief, who had been


